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Who We Are - Amy & Thompson
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Session Overview & Objectives 
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▪ Connect and learn from fellow school nutrition professionals. 

▪ Highlight innovative strategies and promising practices that meaningfully 
engaged students, families, and community partners in school meals 
programs.

▪ Have FUN!



Why is 
engagement 
now more 
important 
than ever?
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Today, 1 in 10 kids are facing hunger 
in Virginia. 

No Kid Hungry is working to end 
childhood hunger by making sure 
every kid gets three meals a day.

No child should go 
hungry in America. 



TRAINING & 
SUPPORT

We work with schools 
and communities to help 

them implement more 
effective meal programs - 
providing training, peer 
connections, data and 

research

HOW WE’RE HELPING END 
CHILDHOOD HUNGER
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GRANT FUNDING

We invest in new 
equipment and 

capacity-building needs 
so schools and 

community groups can 
grow their meal 

programs

ADVOCACY & 
SYSTEMS CHANGE

We work to modernize 
outdated programs and 
ensure they better meet 

the needs of children and 
families

OUTREACH & 
AWARENESS

We connect kids and  
families with food 
resources and put 

childhood hunger on the 
public stage to generate 
the public will needed to 

end the crisis
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What are some things that come to mind 
when you think of the word engagement 
in your school meals programs? 

Go to: www.menti.com 
Use code: 7224 6957

http://www.menti.com


Instructions
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Three 8-minute breakouts
● Students
● Caregivers and Community
● School system staff (Teachers, Principals, 

Administrators)

How can we engage these groups and 
individuals in our school nutrition program?
● Things that you have already done
● New ideas
● Pie in the sky - big and small
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No child 
should go hungry 
in America. 

Students
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No child 
should go hungry 
in America. 

Caregivers & 
Community
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No child 
should go hungry 
in America. 

School System 
Staff
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What is one thing you will take away 
from this session? 

Go to: www.menti.com 
Use code: 4512 1369

http://www.menti.com


No Kid Hungry Resources & Reminders
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▪ School Meals Design Guide (schoolmealsdesign.org)
 Online resource to support engagement 

▪ Upcoming Webinars
 School’s Out, Food’s In: No Kid Hungry FIVE Part Summer 

Webinar Series >> Make it Mobile: A deep dive into mobile 
meal programs (3/28) 

▪ No Kid Hungry Virginia Grant Applications DUE March 22, 2023

https://www.schoolmealsdesign.org/
https://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/webinars/planning-summer-meals-strategies-plan-smarter-not-harder
https://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/webinars/planning-summer-meals-strategies-plan-smarter-not-harder
https://state.nokidhungry.org/virginia/2023/02/10/grant-opportunity-from-no-kid-hungry-virginia/


We’re Here to Support!
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▪ Northern Virginia - Amy Biestek 
▪ Southeast Virginia - Libby Lyon 
▪ Central Virginia - Sarah Steely
▪ Southwest and Southside Virginia - Thompson Bertschy



THANK YOU

Amy Biestek
abiestek@strength.org

Thompson Bertschy
tbertschy@strength.org 

mailto:abiestek@strength.org
mailto:tbertschy@strength.org


Students



Caregivers & Community



School System Staff


